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numbers being the respective 'afws, the 15 camels destroyed
are applied successively to the 'afw of 4 camels (between
40 and the next nisab of 36), then to the nisab of
36 down to 25, just leaving 25 camels, the zakat for
which would be a bint makhad. If, instead of 15, 20 camels
were lost, then there would be due zakat on 20 camels,
namely, 4 sheep, and so on. This is according to Abu Hani-
fah. According to Abu Yusuf, the destroyed number ap-
plies first to the 'afw and then to all the remaining nisabs
proportionately, for instance, in the above case, the 15
camels are applied first to the 'afw of 4, and the remaining
ii are distributed proportionately among the rest, that is,
the remaining 25 camels are subject to a zakat of 25/36 of
a bint labun, which is the zakat of 36 camels.1 According
to Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan, however, in the above case, the
zakat due on the remaining 25 camels would be 25/40 of a
bint labun. This difference of view is due to the fact that
while according to Abu Hamf ah and Abu Yusuf the zakat
attaches to the nisab alone, according to Muhammad and
also to Zufar, it attaches to both the nisab and the fafw.
Their argument is that zakat is due as a thank-offering for
the blessing of property and in this respect the 'afw is like
the nisab. The former two reply that there is a hadith to
the effect that zakat is a charge on the nisab alone. The
hadlth in question is: " For every five camels one sheep, and
for the surplus (fafw) nothing until ten is reached." 2 The
Minhaj s is at one with Muhammad.

So far we have been examining the case of accidental
destruction. The case of wilful destruction (istihlak) is
different because, if the property on which a year's zakat

1 Majma', p. 167.

* Ibid.

3 P. 268; Waftg, p. 89.